
CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Minutes of Regular Meeting of Board of School Trustees 

District Office – Chester, South Carolina 

Monday, February 26, 2018 – 6 p.m. 

 

 

Members present:  Mrs. Lawson, chairperson; Dr. Collins, vice chairperson; Mrs. 
Hampton; Mrs. James; Mrs. Lovern; Mr. Shannon; and Mr. Smith.   
 

Others present:  Dr. Bain, superintendent; Mr. Gardner, chief operations officer; Mrs. 
Jinnette, chief financial officer; Mrs. Dunlap, chief instructional officer; Mr. Sumter, chief 
human resources teacher quality officer; Dr. Moore, elementary math instructional 
coordinator; Mr. Barr, director of Chester County Career Center; Dr. Graham, principal of 
Chester High School; and Dr. Brittain, director of Chester County Adult Education. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Mrs. Lawson called the meeting to order.  
 

INVOCATION 
Mrs. Lovern gave the invocation. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 
The board and the audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag in unison. 
 

Notice to Media:  In accordance with the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, 
Sec. 30-4-80(e), as amended, the following have been notified of the time, date, and 
agenda of this meeting:  The News & Reporter (Chester); The Herald (Rock Hill); WRBK 
Radio Station (Chester); WAGL Radio Station (Lancaster); and CN2 News (Rock Hill). 
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mrs. James, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to approve the agenda as presented. 

 

SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS 

 Chester County Adult Education – Adult Education Awards – Dr. Brittain and 
staff members from Chester County Adult Education were recognized for the adult 
education program receiving three state awards and being one of the top five adult 
education programs in the state.   

PUBLIC COMMENT 

 At this time, Mrs. Lawson announced the names of the requesters to address the 
board for Public Comment. 
 
 Ms. Ellen Reid, retired Chester County Schools educator, addressed the board.  Ms. 
Reid expressed concern about the administration’s not providing answers to her questions 
concerning the recent bond referendum that did not pass and the proposal for purchase of 
land near York Technical College to build the workforce readiness center.  She inquired  
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about a chart that was referenced in a presentation at a community meeting held on 
January 23.  Ms. Reid requested that she be permitted to see the chart.  She also 
requested that she receive a response to her questions from the board.   
 
 Mr. Reid Carrico, who is Ms. Reid’s son, also addressed the board.  He expressed 
concern about the master plans for the workforce readiness center, as well as the student 
capacity and the technical programs that would be offered at the facility.   
 

CONSENT AGENDA  
 Mrs. Lawson made a request to remove item c, Calendar Amendment – 2017-2018, 
and item d, Request for Use of Facilities Improvement Funds – Chester High School, from 
the Consent Agenda for discussion.  
 
 Mrs. Lovern made a motion, seconded by Dr. Collins, to approve the items under the 
Consent Agenda with exception of item c and item d.  The motion passed unanimously  
(7-0) 
 
 The Consent Agenda items approved were the following:  the minutes of January 26, 
2018, and February 5, 2018, meetings; and the overnight field trip requests. 
 
 The board held a discussion on the calendar amendment for 2017-2018 school year. 
 During the discussion, Mrs. Lawson made a request to hold the three remaining board 
meetings in the 2017-2018 school year at the three attendance area high schools.  
 
 Dr. Collins made a motion to approve the calendar amendment for 2017-2018 
weather make-up days, as well as move the location of the three remaining board 
meetings to the three high school locations.   
 
 After the motion to approve the calendar amendment was stated, Mr. Smith 
interjected a proposal that the March 16 half day for students be changed to a full day  
and the March 30 weather make-up day be changed to a half day for students. 
 
 Mr. Smith offered a substitute motion, seconded by Mr. Shannon, to change the 
March 16 half day for students to a full day, and the March 30 weather make-up day to  
a half day for students.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
 Dr. Collins withdrew her original motion.  Dr. Collins then offered an amended 
motion, seconded by Mrs. Lovern, to move the three remaining board meetings to the 
three locations across the district and the locations would be determined by the 
superintendent with confirmation by the principals.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
  
 The board discussed the request from Chester High School for permission to use 
funds from the school’s facilities improvement fund account to purchase backstop netting 
for the baseball field used at Dawson Drive. 
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After the discussion, Mrs. James made a motion, seconded by Mr. Smith, to approve 
the request to use funds from Chester High School’s facilities improvement funds account 
to purchase backstop netting for the baseball field used at Dawson Drive.  The motion 
passed unanimously (7-0). 
 

BOARD COMMENTS 
 Mrs. Lawson made a comment that was related to district accomplishments.  She 
commented that there were a lot of good things going on that would continue to improve 
and would make it work for the district.   
 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Superintendent – Dr. Bain reported on the Black History program she attended at 
Chester High School.  She reported that the program was very good and included talented 
Chester High School students. 

 

 Operations Report – Mr. Gardner gave the operations report.  He reported on the 
School Crisis Plan and the School Safety Plan.  He reported that a school safety team 
made up of principals, SROs, SSOs, teachers and counselors was in each school.  He 
also reported on the various safety drills conducted during the school year, as well as the 
technical equipment used in the buildings to maintain a safe school environment.   

 

 Financial Report – Mrs. Jinnette began with an update on the summer feeding 
schedule and participation for the Read-Feed-Succeed summer program.  She pointed 
out that the Nutrition Services program was working through partnerships with churches 
and the YMCA to provide hot meals to students for summer feeding programs and 
activities. 

 
 Mrs. Jinnette presented the monthly financial report that indicated the actual revenue 
and the actual expenditures for the period ending January 31, 2018, of fiscal year 2018 
(Attachment A).  She reported that the revenue and the expenditures were on target. 

 
 Mrs. Jinnette reported information concerning the 2018-2019 budget process.  She 
reported that budget action by the General Assembly would be provided to the board. 
 

 Instruction Report – Mrs. Dunlap gave the instruction report that began with a 
presentation on demonstration math teachers trained to provide professional development 
for teaching elementary math.  The presentation was made by Dr. Shemmicca Moore, the 
elementary math instructional coordinator.   

 
 After the presentation, Mrs. Dunlap presented the District Strategic Plan that must be 
approved for submission to South Carolina Department of Education by April 30, 2018.  
She also presented three calendar options for the academic year 2018-2019 and the  
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Locally Designed Subject Area Course – Law Education II.  The District Strategic Plan, as 
well as the calendar options and the Locally Designed Subject Area Course – Law 
Education II would be presented under the Action Items section for approval.  

 

 Human Resources Report – Mr. Sumter made a presentation on the Rock Star 
Teacher of the Month for January. 

 
 After the presentation, Mr. Sumter reported on teacher recruitment for the next 
school year.  He reported that the district would host a teacher recruitment fair at the 
Gateway on March 3.  Mr. Sumter pointed out that the recruitment fair would provide 
applicants that could be hired early so the district could be fully staffed at the start of the 
new school year. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Mrs. Hampton, the board voted 
unanimously (7-0) to go into executive session. 
 
 The board entered executive session at 7:30 p.m. for a certified personnel 
recommendations and resignations discussion and to hear personnel matter concerning 
salary and stipends, property matter concerning the cafeteria at Lewisville Middle School, 
contractual matter concerning extension of auditor contract and contractual matter 
concerning summer feeding. 

 

RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
 On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mrs. Lovern, the board voted unanimously 
(7-0) to return to open session. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 

 Certified Personnel Recommendations – On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded 
by Mrs. Hampton, the board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the certified personnel 
recommendations as presented (Attachment B). 

 

 Contractual Matter – On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Dr. Collins, the 
board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the extension of the auditor contract to 2022. 

 

 District Strategic Plan – On a motion by Dr. Collins, seconded by Mrs. James, the 
board voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the District Strategic Plan for submission to 
South Carolina Department of Education by April 30, 2018. 

 

 Calendar Options for 2018-2019 – There was no action taken. 

 

 Course Approval – On a motion by Mrs. James, seconded by Mr. Smith, the board 
voted unanimously (7-0) to approve the Locally Designed Subject Area Course – Law 
Education II as recommended by the administration. 
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 Board Calendar – 2018-2019 – There was no action taken. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 There being no further business, Mrs. James moved, and Dr. Collins seconded, to 
adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously (7-0). 
 
    The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________ 
Angela H. Bain, PhD, SPHR 
Executive Secretary 
 
________________________________ 
Denise C. Lawson 
Chairperson 
 
 
 
 
 
 


